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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1827 %5

| NTRODUCED BY SHAPI RO, BRENNAN, BLACKWELL, CALTAG RONE, CLYMER
COHEN, DALEY, DeLUCA, FABRI ZI O FREENVAN, GALLOMAY, HARHAI,
HARKI' NS, HENNESSEY, HORNAMAN, JOSEPHS, KENNEY, KORTZ, KULA,
LEACH, MAHONEY, Ml LHATTAN, Ml LVAINE SM TH, MJNDY, MJRT,
NAI LOR, PASHI NSKI, PETRARCA, PETRONE, QUI NN, RAMALEY,
READSHAW REED, SABATI NA, SAMUELSQON, SI PTROTH, K. SM TH,
STABACK, TANGRETTI, TRUE, WATSON, WOINARGCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD AND
ADOLPH, SEPTEMBER 11, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, SEPTEMBER 11, 2007
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated
Statutes, prohibiting operators from using handhel d nobil e
t el ephones.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 75 of the Pennsyl vani a Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 3316. Prohi biti ng use of handhel d nobil e tel ephones.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as provided i n subsection (b)), no

driver shall operate any noving vehicle on a hi ghway of this

Commpnweal t h, which shall include Federal, State and nuni ci pal

hi ghways, whil e usi ng a handhel d nobil e tel ephone.

(b)Y Exception.--This section shall not apply to | aw

enforcenent officers and operators of energency vehicles when on

duty and acting in their official capacities.




1 (c) Defense.--1t shall be a defense to a prosecution brought
2 for a violation of this section that the driver had reason to

3 fear for the driver's safety, was reporting a traffic accident

4 or was nmaking a "911" energency call.

5 (d) Penalty.--A person who violates this section commts a

6 summary offense and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay
7 a fine of $50.

8 (e) Definitions.--As used in this section, the follow ng

9 words and phrases shall have the neanings given to themin this
10 subsecti on:
11 "Handhel d nobil e tel ephone.” A nobile tel ephone other than a
12 hands-free nobile tel ephone with which a user engages in a cal
13 using at |east one hand.
14 "Hands-free nobile tel ephone.” A nobile telephone that has
15 an internal feature or function, or that is equipped with an
16 attachnent or addition, whether or not perrmanently part of such
17 nobile tel ephone, by which a user engages in a call wthout the
18 wuse of either hand, whether or not the use of either hand is
19 necessary to activate, deactivate or initiate a function of such
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

A9L75DMS/ 20070H1827B2428 - 2 -



